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EDITORIAL

  

In 1919 , Dwigh t Eis en h ower pa r t icipa ted in th e firs t 
ever Un ited Sta tes Arm y tra n s con t in en ta l m otor 
convoy from Washington, D.C. to San Francisco.  For 
sixty-two da ys , h e en du red firs t -h a n d a u tom otive 
t r ia ls on ba ck roa d t ra ils .  La ter in World Wa r II, 
Eis en h ower wa s im pres s ed by th e en h a n ced m obility 
a fforded to Allied forces wh en th ey a t ta in ed th e 
German autobahn network.  

Eis en h ower n oted Th e old con voy h a d s ta r ted m e 
th in k in g a bou t good , two la n e h igh wa ys , bu t 
Germ a n y h a d m a de m e s ee th e wis dom of b roa der 
r ibbon s a cros s th e la n d .

  

In h is 1954 Sta te of th e Un ion Addres s , Pres iden t 
Eis en h ower bega n h is ca m pa ign to crea te a n a tion a l 
h igh wa y s ys tem .  Mem bers of both pa r t ies (in clu d in g 
Dem ocra t ic Sen a tor Al Gore, Sr .) join ed in pa s s in g 
legis la t ion s ign ed in to la w a s th e Federa l-Aid 
Highway Act on June 29, 1956.  

Con s tru ct ion for th e In ters ta te Sys tem bega n Au gu s t 
13 , 1956 in Sa in t Ch a r les Cou n ty on I-70 .  A 
h igh wa y m a rker between Fifth Street a n d Firs t 
Capitol commemorates this distinction.  

Iron ica lly, a fter bein g firs t in th e n a t ion , Sa in t 
Ch a r les Cou n ty (a s well a s St Lou is ) res is ted a 
s econ d In ters ta te.  I-64 wa s in ten ded to rep la ce U.S.  
40 a n d term in a te a t I-70 in Wen tzville.  Un til 1990 , 
the western end of I-64 stopped in Illinois three miles 
from the Missouri border  

Th e dea d lock b roke over los t reven u e.  Tru ckers 
d rove U.S. 40 to bypa s s th e I-70 s ca les (on ce loca ted 
between Mid-Rivers and Cave Springs).  When trucks 
were ca u gh t overweigh t on in ters ta te h igh wa ys , th ey 
pa id m a n da tory fin es .  Viola tors on U.S. High wa ys 
could shift their load to avoid any cash penalty.    

Su bs ta n t ia l im provem en ts a re s la ted for I-64 .  Th e 
pa vem en t a n d b r idges from th e Mis s is s ipp i River to 
Spoede Roa d m u s t be com pletely recon s tru cted due 
to s h or t ra m ps a n d s lower s peed des ign .  Neith er th e 
1935 (east-bound) nor 1986 (west-bound) deck of the 
Da n iel Boon e Bridge is a dequ a te to p rovide th e fou r 
la n es / fu ll s h ou lders requ ired in eith er d irect ion .  
Con s tru ct ion in Sa in t Ch a r les is n ow cen tered a t a 
new overpass for the Highway K intersection.  

SPRING MEETING

  

When:

  

Saturday, March 22, 2003   
1:00 p.m.  2:30 p.m. 

Where:

 

Middendorf-Kredell Library   
2750 Highway K   
O Fa llon , Missouri   

Among the topics in the preliminary agenda are: 
New grounds maintenance contract 
New property management contract 
Detention area improvement progress 
Knaust Road construction concerns 
Budget and assessments review  

As an association, we conduct one annual meeting to 
elect ca n d ida tes on to ou r boa rd of d irectors .  Th a t 
m eet in g is m a n da ted by th e In den tu res to occu r on 
the first Saturday in September.  

Ever s in ce ou r a s s ocia t ion a ch ieved lot own er ru le, 
a n a dd it ion a l m eet in g h a s been s ch edu led ea ch 
s p r in g s o th a t boa rd m em bers m a y u pda te own ers 
on cu rren t is s u es a n d policies .  Com m ittee ch a irs 
a ls o p rovide a s ta tu s repor t on th eir con cern s .  At 
th e en d of th e p res en ta t ion s , a m ple oppor tu n ity is 
th en a fforded to d ia log a m on g a ll a t ten dees a bou t 
general community concerns.     
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