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EDITORIAL

In 1919, Dwight Eisenhower participated in the first
ever United States Army transcontinental motor
convoy from Washington, D.C. to San Francisco. For
sixty-two days, he endured first-hand automotive
trials on back road trails. Later in World War II,
Eisenhower was impressed by the enhanced mobility
afforded to Allied forces when they attained the
German autobahn network.

Eisenhower noted “The old convoy had started me
thinking about good, two lane highways, but
Germany had made me see the wisdom of broader
ribbons across the land.”

In his 1954 State of the Union Address, President
Eisenhower began his campaign to create a national
highway system. Members of both parties (including
Democratic Senator Al Gore, Sr.) joined in passing
legislation signed into law as the Federal-Aid
Highway Act on June 29, 1956.

Construction for the Interstate System began August
13, 1956 in Saint Charles County on [-70. A
highway marker between Fifth Street and First
Capitol commemorates this distinction.

Ironically, after being first in the nation, Saint
Charles County (as well as St Louis) resisted a
second Interstate. 1-64 was intended to replace U.S.
40 and terminate at 1-70 in Wentzville. Until 1990,
the western end of 1-64 stopped in lllinois three miles
from the Missouri border

The deadlock broke over lost revenue. Truckers
drove U.S. 40 to bypass the I-70 scales (once located
between Mid-Rivers and Cave Springs). When trucks
were caught overweight on interstate highways, they
paid mandatory fines. Violators on U.S. Highways
could shift their load to avoid any cash penalty.

Substantial improvements are slated for 1-64. The
pavement and bridges from the Mississippi River to
Spoede Road must be completely reconstructed due
to short ramps and slower speed design. Neither the
1935 (east-bound) nor 1986 (west-bound) deck of the
Daniel Boone Bridge is adequate to provide the four
lanes/ full shoulders required in either direction.
Construction in Saint Charles is now centered at a
new overpass for the Highway K intersection.

SPRING MEETING

When: Saturday, March 22, 2003
1:00 p.m. — 2:30 p.m.
Where: Middendorf-Kredell Library

2750 Highway K
O’Fallon, Missouri

Among the topics in the preliminary agenda are:

¢ New grounds maintenance contract
New property management contract
Detention area improvement progress
Knaust Road construction concerns
Budget and assessments review

As an association, we conduct one annual mesting to
elect candidates onto our board of directors. That
meeting is mandated by the Indentures to occur on
the first Saturday in September.

Ever since our association achieved lot owner rule,
an additional meeting has been scheduled each
spring so that board members may update owners
on current issues and policies. Committee chairs
also provide a status report on their concerns. At
the end of the presentations, ample opportunity is
then afforded to dialog among all attendees about
general community concerns.
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