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EDITORIAL

  

Boon s lick Roa d s ou n ds like a word of ca u t ion to 
d r ivers .  It s n ot ; ra th er it s a corru p t ion of th e 
or igin a l n a m e: Boon e s Lick Roa d .  Th e Boon e pa r t is 
for Na th a n Boon e, s on of Da n iel.  A lick is a s a lt 
depos it left wh ere a s a lin e s p r in g eva pora tes .  
Boon e s Lick Roa d com m en ced in down town Sa in t 
Ch a r les City, h ea ded s ou th a lon g High wa y 94 , th en 
wes twa rd with High wa y N.  154 m iles la ter , it 
term in a ted in Howa rd Cou n ty a t a s a lt fu rn a ce n ea r 
the town of New Franklin.  

Bes ides a con d im en t , s a lt p res erved m ea t for s tora ge 
a n d pelts for t ra de.  Th e very firs t pa ten t a wa rded 
with in th e th ir teen colon ies wa s for a p roces s to 
manufacture salt.  Two nearby road names, Salt Lick 
and Salt River confirm a once important industry.  

Sa lt is a n eces s ity for life.  Blood con ta in s th e s a m e 
a m ou n t of s a lt a s s ea wa ter .  Hoofed a n im a ls s u ch a s 
deer , b is on , s h eep , h ors es , a n d ca t t le es pecia lly 
cra ve s a lt a n d s eek s a lt depos its to lick .  Pion eers 
h u n ters a n d t ra ppers took a dva n ta ge of th eir 
frequent visits to hunt and set trap lines.  

In 1804 , Na th a n Boon e d is covered five s a lin e s p r in gs 
in Howa rd Cou n ty.  He con s tru cted s a lt fu rn a ces 
wh ere wa ter wa s boiled a wa y in la rge ket t les leaving 
a s a lt res idu e.  By 1810 two fu rn a ces a ccom m oda ted 
60 th ir ty-ga llon iron ket t les ea ch .  16 to 20 m en 
ten ded th e fu rn a ces for a m on th ly wa ge of $15 .  250 
ga llon s of wa ter wou ld p rodu ce on e bu s h el of s a lt .  
At th e h eigh t of opera t ion , 130 bu s h els of s a lt were 
p rodu ced da ily.  At Sa in t Lou is , a bu s h el of s a lt 
brought around $2.50.  

By 1820 , a s ta gecoa ch covered th e d is ta n ce week ly 
for $10.50 one way.  Missouri designated the road as 
a Sta te Roa d in 1827 a n d Preferred Rou te in 
1828 .  For th e s et t lers h ea ded wes t to th e Sa n ta Fe, 
Ca liforn ia or Oregon Tra ils , th eir wa gon s firs t h a d to 
t ra vel Boon e s Lick Roa d a cros s Mis s ou r i.  

In 1913 to com m em ora te th e lega cy of th e roa d , th e 
Da u gh ters of th e Am erica n Revolu t ion erected 
gra n ite m a rkers a t va r iou s la n dm a rks a lon g th e 
en t ire rou te.  Seven of th os e m a rkers a re loca ted 
within Saint Charles County.   

ANNUAL MEETING

  

When:

  

Saturday, September 7, 2002   
10:00 a.m.  12:00 p.m.  

Where:

 

Middendorf-Kredell Library   
2750 Highway K   
O Fa llon , Mis s ou r i   

Th e a n n u a l m eet in g will be con du cted for lot own ers 
in th e Ca lu m et Ra n ch Hom eown ers As s ocia t ion to 
m eet with ou r Boa rd of Directors a n d d is cu s s 
cu rren t a ffa irs .  Look for rem in der s ign s a t th e 
subdivision entrances a few days before the meeting.  

The preliminary agenda includes: 
Elect ion of a res iden t to a th ree-yea r term on 
the Board of Directors. 
In trodu ct ion of th e web s ite for Ca lu m et 
Ranch and the web site committee. 
Security patrols and indenture enforcement. 
Status of 2002 budget and expenditures. 
Landscaping issues and resolutions.  

Our annual meeting is specified in the indentures for 
th e p r im a ry pu rpos e of elect in g on e t ru s tee to a 
three-yea r term .  To da te, two res iden ts h a ve a pp lied 
for con s idera t ion .  Th eir p rofiles a re on th e in s er t to 
this issue  

On the other side of the insert is a proxy so that your 
vote m a y cou n t if you a re u n a b le to a t ten d .  If you 
will be u n a b le to a t ten d th e m eet in g, p lea s e 
designate who will exercise your voting right.  Deliver 
th e com pleted p roxy form to 563 Ca lu m et Ra n ch 
Trail by Tuesday, September 1.   

ON THE FENCE

  

In ca s e you th ou gh t you were s eein g th in gs , th e ea s t 
side fence across from Quarterhorse Trail was indeed 
repa ired in J u ly.  Un for tu n a tely, th e s a m e s pot wa s 
run down in the first week of August.  The good news 
is th a t th e d r iver h a s been con ta cted a n d will pa y for 
the repair.    

- Paul Kuper  




