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EDITORIAL

Imagine that mail arrives tomorrow from a real
estate broker who is acting as an agent of the
government. He advises that, on behalf of the war
effort, your home is part of acreage that will become
a munitions plant. You have only forty-five days to
negotiate a sales price for your home and to vacate
the premises. After then, with no agreement,
condemnation proceedings will commence to secure
your property forcibly (imminent domain). You sign
a contract and locate temporary lodging. Before you
move, your neighbors’ already empty homes are set
afire one by one to quickly demolish them. After
your move, you lose your job. Money is tight as you
wait for payment on your land.

Suddenly, the government discredits the agent, voids
your sales agreement and begins condemnation
proceedings to take title to your land it has already
occupied. You might think that scenario could not
happen in the United Statesxcept.....

On October 17, 1940, Franklin Roosevelt signed an
order for construction of a TNT plant in Weldon
Spring to prepare for World War Il. The order
specified over 17,000 acres in a triangular area

bounded by Highway 481 on the northeast ancdeth

Missouri river on the southeast. Most was farmland,
but also included the towns of Howell, Toonerville,
and Hamburg. On March 8, 1941, after purchasing

129 of 271 parcels, the U.S. War Department balk

Their expectations of $50 per acre actually averaged
a cost of $159.

The resident refugees, uprooted from their ancestral
farm (the only source of income) and neighborhood
community, fought the United States throughout
World War Il in court. Finally, in October, 1944 the
U.S. Supreme Court upheld the original contracts as

valid. Final payments were sent December, 1945

same month that the TNT plant ceased operation

The idle land, now owned outright by the U.S.
government, was declared surplus in 1946. 8,000
acres were sold for $1.00 to the University of
Missouri. Another 7,000 acres were donated in the
name of August Busch to the Missouri Department
of Conservation. The Army retained the remainder
for use as a training area.

edther obligations.

MEETING MINUTES

A general meeting was conducted Saturday, March 9
from 1:00 to 2:30 and the Middendorf-Kredell
Library. Attendees were introduced to the current
members of the Board of Trustees as well as
committee chairmen.

David Lehman, President, conducted the meeting.
He spoke to the charge the trustees hold of
maintaining safety and value for our community. A
concern is the lack of participation in the
Homeowner’s Association. The Association is a legal
entity with obligations.
to fulfill requirements, an outside management

company would have to be hired to perform duties.

recent
He also

Paul Kuper, Vice President addressed
expenses for monument and fence repairs.

defined the ground maintenance performed by Dwyer

Lawn Service. Their annual contract is $5,000 less
than for tke service provider in 2001.

Bruce Witwer presented the 2002 budget and an
analysis for year 2001. Most lot owners are now
current with assessments. The few who are not will
have liens posted against their property.

Daryl lves, chairman of the Architectural Review
Committee discussed the need for new members on
the committee to replace those who have gained
Currently there are three active
participants on the committee.

Steven Blake of the Newsletter Committee discussed
the opportunity for members to be involved in news
reporting. Currently there are only two active
participants on the committee.

During the question and answer portion of the

tmeeeting, discussion centered on the status of the

fence along Knaust Road and the improvements
planned for Knaust Park by the City of O’Fallon.

Finally, new residents are now provided a welcome
kit of information from our Homeowner’s Association
so that they may become acquainted with our
neighborhood and surrounding area.

Next meeting wl be September 7.

If residents are not available



