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EDITORIAL

  

Th e flowin g wa ter r is es from ou r wes t , cou rs es 
ea s twa rd a lon g ou r s ou th , a n d th en wen ds 
n or th ea s twa rd to th e Mis s is s ipp i River .  Its 
wa ters h ed ba s in is th e la rges t with in Sa in t 
Ch a r les Cou n ty a n d exten ds over m os t of th e 
Golden Tr ia n gle, a n a rea bou n ded by In ters ta te 
70 , U.S. High wa y 40 / 61 , a n d Mis s ou r i High wa y 
94 .  Its im porta n ce is cer ta in ly u n deres t im a ted 
by loca l res iden ts a lth ou gh m a n y la n dm a rks a n d 
in s t itu t ion s bea r its n a m e.  Yes , it is t im e to pa y 
h om a ge to a defin in g n a tu ra l res ou rce, th e 
Dardenne Creek.  

Wa terwa ys were on ce th e m a in th orou gh fa res of 
com m erce a n d com m u n ica t ion .  Ou r a rea wa s 
firs t s et t led beca u s e th e Da rden n e em pties in to 
the Mis s is s ipp i ju s t a bove th e Illin ois River , a 
m a jor rou te n or th to Mich ilim a ck in a c, Mon trea l 
a n d Qu ebec.  Fu rs , s a lt a n d p rodu ce ob ta in ed 
a lon g th e Da rden n e were loa ded on to ca n oes a n d 
floated up the Illinois to market.    

To look a t th e Da rden n e toda y, it is d ifficu lt to 
p ictu re th e p la cid , ben ign creek h a vin g ca pa city 
to a ct a s a t ra n s por t of a n y degree.  Bu t ba ck in 
th e 1930 s , res iden ts repor ted th a t th e flow of th e 
s t rea m s ign ifica n t ly d im in is h ed .  Perh a ps th a t s 
du e to la rge-s ca le m a n a gem en t of th e creek, 
wh ich bega n in 1917 wh en th e Cott leville 
Dra in a ge Dis tr ict d redged a n d ch a n n eled th e 
Da rden n e between th e p res en t loca t ion s of 
High wa y 40 a n d Mid Rivers Ma ll Drive.  Th e 
recen t h ou s in g boom h a s a ls o deter iora ted wa ter 
ecology.  Ma n y effor ts a re u n derwa y to res tore 
th e Da rden n e to its n a tu ra l s ta te in clu d in g a 
recen t clea n u p s pon s ored by th e City of Sa in t 
Peters.  

Th ere a re occa s ion s wh en th e Da rden n e is n ot s o 
ea s y to ign ore.  Th e deep ba n ks ca n con vey a 
s ign ifica n t qu a n t ity of wa ter .  Floodwa ters 
period ica lly s u bm erge High wa y N a t Weis s Roa d , 
n or th of Cott leville.  Ten yea rs a go, a m a n 
d rown ed n ea r th ere wh en th e cu rren t s wep t h im 
a wa y.  Twen ty yea rs a go, In ters ta te 70 wa s 
clos ed for a few h ou rs a s wa ters from th e 
Da rden n e ros e a bou t a foot over th e pavement 
just east of the Highway 79 overpass.  

BOARD NEWS

  

Newly a ppoin ted m em bers Pa u l Ku per a n d Bru ce 
Witwer h a ve join ed in cu m ben t Da vid Leh m a n on 
th e Boa rd of Directors for th e yea r 2002 .  As on ly 
two ca n d ida tes decla red for th e two open s ea ts 
th is fa ll, th e elect ion wa s decla red m oot a n d both 
m en were a wa rded th e a va ila b le pos it ion s 
without the expense of the annual meeting.  

Mr. Ku per (p ron ou n ced Coo-per) will fin is h th e 
rem a in in g term of th e Vice Pres iden t .  After on e 
yea r of s ervice, h e will fa ce a decis ion wh eth er to 
reru n for a th ree-yea r term n ext fa ll.  His 
res pon s ib ilit ies for th e u pcom in g yea r will 
include oversight of property maintenance.  

Mr. Witwer recen t ly m oved in to Ca lu m et Es ta tes 
from wes t Sa in t Lou is Cou n ty.  He begin s a 
three-yea r term a s th e Secreta ry/ Trea s u rer .  His 
m a in res pon s ib ility will be th e p r im a ry lia is on to 
ou r n ew m a n a gem en t com pa n y.  He h a s a lrea dy 
p repa red th e yea r 2002 bu dget th a t wa s 
approved by the board.  

Ou r boa rd m eets in clos ed s es s ion th e firs t 
Mon da y ea ch m on th .  An y bu s in es s in ten ded for 
boa rd delibera t ion or a ct ion s h ou ld be s u bm it ted 
to a boa rd m em ber with con s idera t ion to th e 
meeting date.  

Depa r t in g boa rd m em ber Rober t Zela s ko, form er 
Secreta ry/ Trea s u rer , des erves ku dos for h is 
successful efforts in restoring the financial affairs 
of Ca lu m et Es ta tes from very d is m a l 
circumstances.  
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