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EDITORIAL

The flowing water rises from our west, courses
eastward along our south, and then wends
northeastward to the Mississippi River. Its
watershed basin is the largest within Saint
Charles County and extends over most of the
Golden Triangle, an area bounded by Interstate
70, U.S. Highway 40/ 61, and Missouri Highway
94. Its importance is certainly underestimated
by local residents although many landmarks and
institutions bear its name. Yes, it is time to pay
homage to a defining natural resource, the
Dardenne Creek.

Waterways were once the main thoroughfares of
commerce and communication. Our area was
first settled because the Dardenne empties into
the Mississippi just above the lllinois River, a
major route north to Michilimackinac, Montreal
and Quebec. Furs, salt and produce obtained
along the Dardenne were loaded onto canoes and
floated up the Illinois to market.

To look at the Dardenne today, it is difficult to
picture the placid, benign creek having capacity
to act as a transport of any degree. But back in
the 1930’s, residents reported that the flow of the
stream significantly diminished. Perhaps that’s
due to large-scale management of the creek,
which began in 1917 when the Cottleville
Drainage District dredged and channeled the
Dardenne between the present locations of
Highway 40 and Mid Rivers Mall Drive. The
recent housing boom has also deteriorated water
ecology. Many efforts are underway to restore
the Dardenne to its natural state including a
recent clean up sponsored by the City of Saint
Peters.

There are occasions when the Dardenne is not so
easy to ignore. The deep banks can convey a
significant quantity of water. Floodwaters
periodically submerge Highway N at Weiss Road,
north of Cottleville. Ten years ago, a man
drowned near there when the current swept him
away. Twenty years ago, Interstate 70 was
closed for a few hours as waters from the
Dardenne rose about a foot over the pavement
just east of the Highway 79 overpass.

BOARD NEWS

Newly appointed members Paul Kuper and Bruce
Witwer have joined incumbent David Lehman on
the Board of Directors for the year 2002. As only
two candidates declared for the two open seats
this fall, the election was declared moot and both
men were awarded the available positions
without the expense of the annual meeting.

Mr. Kuper (pronounced Coo-per) will finish the
remaining term of the Vice President. After one
year of service, he will face a decision whether to
rerun for a three-year term next fall. His
responsibilities for the wupcoming year will
include oversight of property maintenance.

Mr. Witwer recently moved into Calumet Estates
from west Saint Louis County. He begins a
three-year term as the Secretary/ Treasurer. His
main responsibility will be the primary liaison to
our new management company. He has already
prepared the year 2002 budget that was
approved by the board.

Our board meets in closed session the first
Monday each month. Any business intended for
board deliberation or action should be submitted
to a board member with consideration to the
meeting date.

Departing board member Robert Zelasko, former
Secretary/ Treasurer, deserves kudos for his
successful effortsin restoring the financial affairs
of Calumet Estates from very dismal
circumstances.
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